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LAS

LEGAL AID SOCIETY

ADR SUCCESSES

LAS has assisted 152 community
members in approaching formal and
sermi-formal ADR methods for the
resclution of their legal problems.
Complaints and applications hawve been

made before the Federal
Ombudsperseon related to NADRA,
HESCO, Sui Southern Gas Company,
Benazir Income Support  Program,
Pakistan Railways, Pakistan
Bait-ul-Mal, WARPDA, K-Electric,

SSGCL, SEPCO, NAWTTC 08 ocases
were resolved in which  community
members succeaded.

Bindh Lgmi Auraprs Cull Gurbar

FOR FREE LEGAL
ADVICE CALL

LINKAGES WITH
OMBUDSPERSONS’
OFFICES

LAS Team conducted 128 community

re-engagement  meetings  with 1077
community members based in Karachi,
Hyderabad, Larkana, Sukkur, Khairpur,

Nawabshah and Sanghar. The focus of
these meetings was to revisit the concept
of ADR to assist communities with filing
their grievances before the offices of the
Federal and Provincial Ombudsperson. LAS
organized a mesting of the Faderal
Ombudsperson  of  Hyderabad  with
members of the transgendsr community on
27 August, 2019 Mr. Ghulam Hussain Schoo,
Regional Director, Federal Ombudsperson
assured the community of his assistance in
resolving their issues which related to
CHNICs and unsmployment.

ANNUAL & QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE OF
THE SINDH LEGAL ADVISORY CALL CENTRE

The Annual Report of the Sindh Legal
Advisory Call Centre was presented
to Mr. Sharig Ahmed, Secretary Law,
Department on 0% August, 2019 by Ms
Havya Ermnaan Zahid, Executive Director
LAS The Sindh Legal Advisory Call
Centre, running in partnarship with the
Law Department, has received 6750
calls  during the period of Juky -
September 2012 The calls originate
from 130 cities, town, villages dcross
Pakistan and have been attended by
qualified  and  experienced  High
Court-gnrolled lawyers.
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m The Legal Aud Society turns & years, next monthl

As the Board Member and Chief Legal Adviser at
Legal Aud Society and the Sindh focal person on
implementation of the Supreme Court judgement
dated 25 September, 2012, it gives me great
pleasure to see LAS working with transgender

communities It was LAS's work with transgender
JUSTICE AR' F HUSSAI N KH”—\.“ individuals for awareness on laws related to Sexual
Yiolence which chanced upon a group deprived of
CH I E F LEGAL ADVISE R their basic right of possessing CNICs which led to

their further discrimination

The project Improving Sindh's Response to Sexual Wiolence has been
working since January 2019 in partnership with Women Development
Department, Government of Sindh Many other such communities remain
marginalized and unable to access basic nghts Ancther vulnerable group
are the juveniles who are unaware of the legal protections available to
them when they encounter crime both as accused and as wvictims The
Legal Empowerment Desk established in New Town Police Station, District
East, Karachi 1s another initiative taken by the LAS to assist all juveniles
arrested in this police station in order to equip them with legal knowledge
necessary when facing enminal justice The Sindh Legal Adwvisory Call
Centre has turned & this year and as the flagship project of LAS, vows to
continue its mission of helping callers access free legal advice as they F
navigate legal forums LAS aims to further the rule of law and play i1ts part M

in uphelding the United MNations Sustainable Development Goals 16 for \t- S g/
peace, Justice and strong institutions. } '

Sh-year-old Mr. Khuda Bakhsh belongs to the Moro Meserbahar willage in
Hyderabad Unfortunately, he along with eight of hus family members are visually
impaired. Their dreams of lving a life with dignity hawve remained unrealizable dus
to the lack of support mechanisms for citizens with special needs. To make both
ends meet has always been extremely challenging for Mr. Bakhsh Pakistan's
Bait-ul-Mal is mandated and obliged to support such families It has various
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programs including the Indrvidual Finaneial Assistance Program which
Is meant to assist families such as Mr Khuda Bakhsh's Mr Khuda
Bakhsh, after trying through various middle men, stated with desparr
"Har Kinh Ba Kooro Asro Dino” (everyone continues to make false
promises) Recently, a local organization connected Mr. Khuda Bakhsh
with the Legal Aid Society team based in Hyderabad which assisted
him with filing a case before the office of the Federal Ombudsperson.
During the hearing of the case, legal adviser to the Federal
Ombudsperson Mr Avaz Hussain issued instructions to the Director of
Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal Hyderabad to provide financial assistance to
Khuda Bakhsh and his family The LAS team continues to work and
support Mr Baksh with the issuance of CNICs for some of his family

members and with the opening of bank accounts to ensure the directives are implemantad.

PARTNERSHIP WITH SINDH HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Legal Aid Society signed an Mol with the Judicial-Il) and Mr  ZuMfigar
Sindh Human Rights Commission (SHRC) on  Shah (Member SHRC) and
27t August, 2019 The Mol aims to strengthen  Justice  Anf Hussain Khilji
the work of the Sindh Legal Adwisory Call (Chief Legal Adviser LAS), Mr
Centre (SLACC) and spread its awareness Jamil  Junegjo  (Manager,
amongst the citizens of Sindh while being able  Community Engagement
to refer callers to the SHRC and its work when LAS), Ms Maleeha Azhar
intervention related to human  rights  is  (Program & M&E Manager
needed Ms Abida  Lodhi, Secretary SHRC LAS) and Ms Naima Qamar |
and Justice Masir Aslam Zahid, Chairperson (Senior Resedarch  Associdate
LAS signed the MOU in Karachi Justice LAS) were presant on
Majida  Razvi  (Chairperson  SHRC),  Mr  the occasion,

Muhammad  Aslam Sheikh (Member




CROSS - INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING ON
SEXUAL VIOLENCE CASES

A meeting among the women
commissions was organized by the
Wormen Development Department,
Government of Sindh, Sindh
Commission on the Status of Women
and the Legal Aid Society on 30th
July, 2019 in Karachi. The meeting
was attended by Ms. Riffat Sardar,
Chairperson, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Commission on the Status of Women,
Ms. Fauzia Vigar, Former Chairperson,
Punjab Commission on the Status of
Women, Ms. Nuzhat Shirin,
Chairperson, Sindh Commission on
the Status of Women (SCSW) and Ms,
Khawar  Mumtaz Chairperson,
National Commission on the Status of
Women, Ms. Raheema Panhwar,
Member SCSW, Haya Emaan Zahid,
Executive Director, Legal Aid Society,
Advocate Maliha Zia, Associate
Director of the Legal Aid Seciety and
others.

Maliha Zia Lari narrated the purpose
of the meeting was to share and
discuss the experiences and learning
of sexual violence case handling and
prevention from the KP Commission,

Punjab Commission, Sindh
Commission and National
Commission of Pakistan. The

meeting was being convened to
facilitate learnings and best practices
especially  from  the  National
Commission on the Status of Women
which was established in July 2000 in
relation to the KP, Punjab and Sindh
Commissions which were notified
respectively in 2011, 2014 and 2017.

Fauzia Vigar said that according to
HRCP, between 2004 and 2017, 6,1/9
incidents of sexual violence were
reported in the media. On average, 12
women are raped in Pakistan every
day. 1515 cases of rape and gang
rape were reported in the media in
2015, Nuzhat Shirin said that SCSW
reviewed the following laws:
Domestic Violence {(Prevention and
Protection) Act 2013, Harassment at
Workplace Bill, Dowry and Bridal Gift
Bill, Sindh Acid Control and Acid
Crime Praevention Bill, Sindh
Homebased Workers Act 2018, Sindh
Protection of the Child (Law Revision)

has

Bill 2019 and is providing
recommendations to the government.
With regard to sexual viclence she
said that there is a loose mechanism
to register First Information Report in
Police Stations. She also noted that

Investigation Officers  and  Head
Moharrars  need to be more
gender-sensitized and need

awdreness in pro-women legislation.
She alse recommended that the
environment in Police Stations needs
to be more women friendly. Riffat
Sardar said that a vast majority of
cases brought to the Khyber Medical
Hospital KP are of children under 18
years of age according to official

figures of 2016-2018. She further
said that according to  Violence
against Women Report in Pakistan: A
Qualitative Review Of Reported
Incidendts Jaunuary - Decemnber
2014 by Aurat Foundation, 589 FIRs
were registered for the total 736
cases reported from the province,

making 80.01% FIRs registration
rate in the province. She
recommended that judicial staff,

police staff, medico-legal staff ete.
must also be trained on satisfactory
and sensitive response and handling
of sexual violence cases to ensure a
survivor-centred approach.
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DIALOGUE ON STATE RESPONSE TO

SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN SINDH

The Women Dewvelopment Department,
Government of Sindh and Legal Aid
Society jointly organized a dialogue on
"State Response to Sexual Violence in
Sindh” in a hotel in Karachi on 30th Julby,
2019 in Karachi. Maliha  Zia  Lar,
Associate Director at the  Legal Aid
Society gave an owverview of legal
framework gowvemning sexual wviolence
with a special focus on rape in Pakistan,
She also provided the background of the

development  of  Sexual  Wiolence
Response  framework  (SVYRF).  Svyeda
Shehla  Raza, Minister for Women

Development presented the framswork
that  was  developed by Women
Devslopment Department, with  the
technical support of Legal Aid Society for
discussion in the diglogue.  The
framework's objective is to provide «
detailed breakdown of actions and
interventions necessary for successful
implementation of recent legislation and
judgments. Secondly, it expands the
scope  of  work  of  government
functionaries bevond the law to initiate
primary and  tertiary prevention and
response medsures to work towards the
ultimate goal of elimination of violence
against  women,  particularly  sexual
violence, Justice Masir Aslam Zahid
Chairperson,  Legal  Aid  Soociety
appreciated efforts in organizing the
event and hoped that all relevant
departments would come together to
coordinate their approaches in ensuring
the legal framework was operationalized.
He added the sericus nature of sexudl
viclence and rape cases necessitate
more  coordinated  efforts by the
institutions of criminal justice system, in
addition to developing mechanisms to
operationalize these new amendments
50 as to better respond to the cases and
provide speedy justice to the survivors
and their families. Ms. Khawar Mumtaz,
Chairperson, Mational Commission on
the Status of Women emphasized the
significance of data on violence against
women. She added that unless data is
collected and evidence-based research
and policy framework is developed, the
efforts taken in the area of combating
violence against women could not
generate desired results. Ms. Riffat
Sardar discussed the KPSCEW Media
Monitoring  Report  conducted  in
December 2018 and stated the lack of
reporting is evident because the numbers
available remain scanty She discussed a
few case studies of children under 10
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DIALOGUE ON
STATE RESPONSE TO
SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN SINDH

30" July 2019, Karachi

Organizad by
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vears of age. While speaking on the
importance  of  data  collection  on
violence against women and  sexual
violence, Ms. Fauzia Wigar, Former
Chairperson, Punjab Commission on the
Status of  Women  recommended
trainings of relevant government officials
on data collection and maintenance,
digitize data collection processes, and
introduce data collection SOPs in all
departments. She said the challenge she
faced was the significant number of
women affected by viclence who were
unwilling to report the erime. Ms. Nuzhat
Shirin, Chairperson, Sindh Commission on
the Status of Women noted that
separate  special  arrangements  for
transgender individuals are not made in
any  shelter home in Sindh  and
recommendsd craating separate spaces
for transgender individuals in the shelters
homes While speaking on DNA Evidence
in Sexual Viclence Cases, Dr. Surmmaiya
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Syed Tarig, Additional Police Surgson,
Folice Surgeon Office, Karachi, the DNA
test is now mandatory according to the
law and it contributes significantly in
building evidence in rape cases Howeaver,
she recommended that
capacity-building programs on DNA and
Forensic Evidence for the police and
medico-legal  officers should  be
launched. Mr Muharmamd Anwar Mahar,
Deputy  District  Prosecutor  General,
Gowvernment of Sindh spoke on Video link
and Altematives to Traditional Methods
of Witness Examination Mr. Javed Akbar
Riaz, PSP DIGFP Crme  Branch
(Investigation)  3indh  spocke  on
Investigation into SexualVWiolence Cases:
lssues and Way forward Mr Riaz also
said a number of issuss existed with
regards to investigation such as low
conviction, rate, paucity of resources,
lack of coordination and extemnal

interferences.
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JUDICIAL TRAINING
ON HUMAN RIGHTS,
GENDER AND LAW




4 81 ANALYSING RESTITUTION OF

CONJUGAL RIGHTS IN THE
CURRENT CONTEXT

Literacy Program for
Juvenile Prison Karachi

Legal Aid Society in collaboration with Society for Advance-
ment, Health, Education and Envircnment (SAHEE) and the
Sindh Prisons Department has been providing legal and basic
literacy classes to juveniles in Karachi since 2017, The
teaching is designed in a way to ensure that the youth are
able to read and write basic Urdu and leave prison with a
working understanding of justice, law and order, and good
citizenship. 640 juveniles have enrolled and benefited from
the program so far. In this quarter, more than 45 juveniles
attended the literacy classes.

NAIMA QAMAR



JUSTICE FOR ALL: EMPOWER-ENGAGE-SUSTAIN

The Asia Pro Bono Conference (AFBC) 15 held annually with the objective of bringing together people who are
working to strengthen access to Justice across Asia The APBC brings together a wide array of stakeholders such
as lawyers, jJudges, civil society, policy makers, pro bono professionals and law students. It provides an inclusive
platform to attendees to engage and present their work and empower each other to contribute towards
strengthening an Asia Pro Bono mowvement This year marked the 8th APBC which was designed as a 3-day
conference in Kathmandu, Mepal from 13" to 15" September 2019 The conference was attended by 610
participants from more than 25 countries.

Legal Aid Society presented its work on Juvenile Justice and the unigue value of Pro Bono and ADR Both of these
sessions took place on the 15th of September

LAS presented its work with juveniles alongside Human Rights and - 8" Asia Pro Bono Conierence
Legal Ald Service (HRLS) from Bangladesh and The Shopfront Youth g . Kathmandu, Nepal

Legal Center from Australia under the crosscutting theme Engage — T
Juvenile Justice and Pro Bono. Mr. Shehanar Sadat, Program Head of
HELS and Ms. Jane Sanders, Principal Solicitor shared the panel with
Mz Maleeha Azhar, Program Manager LAS and Ms. Jawziya Zaman,
Legal Counsel LAS A profiling of juveniles in Sindh Prisons was
shared with the audience The focus of the session was towards the
"Legal Empowerment Help Desk (LED)" which has been piloted inone
police station of Karachi to provide legal advice and information to
juveniles at their first point of contact with the state The session
was wvery interactive with interest coming forward in terms of
audience members assessing whether a model such as the LED could
effectively be replicatad in their junsdictions

LAS also presented its work on ADR duning a parallel running session Mr Jamil Junejo, Community Engagement
Manager, Ms Sumreen Al Field Advocate and Mr Zahid Al Messo, Field Officer from LAS shared the pansl with
co-presenters Kntagya Shah (Program Coordinator HIDR, Advocate from Nepal) and Linda Al Kalash (Tamksen
Fields for &id from Jordan) LAS presented its work through a role play to narrate the impact and potential of
utilizing formerly underutilized dispute resclution forums such as the office of the Ombudsperson Kritigya's
presentation rarsed important 1ssues of the need for gender mainstreaming within ADR. ADR Committees should
hawve more women representation LAS also showcased its community engagement work by sharing a wvideo

documentar .
- Y The conference provided a great opportunity for showcasing

grassroots work on  an international forum  and  for building
opportunities for regional collaborations especially between SAARC
countries
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LAS

LEGAL AID SOCIETY
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