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Highlights of Success from LAO's Vocational and
Recreational Desk:
In collaboration with Karachi United Football Club and with the support of Women

Development Department, a friendly Football Match was held between the YOIS
Karachi Football team and Karachi United Old Golimar Centre on February 13th 2018.
The event was headed by Justice (R) Nasir Aslam Zahid, the Minister for Law and Prisons
Mr Zia Ul Hassan Lanjar, Sports Minister, Mr.Sardar Muhammad Bux Khan Mahar,
Inspector General Prisons , Mr.Nusrat Mangan.







SUCCESS STORY FROM THE

CENTRAL PRISON,

Asim is a 28 year old prison paralegal who has been working with
the Legal Aid Society since 2015. Asim attended the paralegal
training classes when he was an under trial prisoner in District
Prison Malir and showed great enthusiasm and promise as a
trainer and over the course of 3 years, Asim has become the most
experienced paralegal that LAS has trained and deployed at the
Central Prison Karachi.

hails from the Swat valle his father moved
to Khairpur in search of better economic prospects. The family
moved from Khairpur to Karachi when Asim was in class 3 and

Asim continued his education completing his Intermediate and

doing computer courses to get in to a career in IT.

Asim was enrolled in the first year of a Bachelors in Computer Science
when he was arrested and put in jail in 2012. Asim was 22 years old at
the time. According to Asim the matter relates to a property dispute
from back home. When his father passed away in 2007, the family
found out that they had substantial property in Swat. The insurgency
was in full swing in 2007 and Swat was practically a no-go area,
however, Asim returned to Swat to claim his father’s property. The
property had been claimed by distant relatives. A local influential who
refused to recognize the families claim has threatened Asim with dire
consequences. Undeterred, Asim pressed his claim and began the
process of regularizing the paper work. When the occupiers of the
property realized that Asim wouldn't back down, they used their
influence to register multiple cases against him. Asim was accused of
being their tenant for a property in Karachi which he allegedly forged
papers for and tried to sell. Other cases were registered in Karachi,
Lahore and Peshawar alleging that Asim was driving a car with fake
number plates. All the cases were registered within days of each other
and the first FIR was registered against him on 28th March 2012

Since 2012, Asim has been confined in prison, trying to prove his
innocence. He has now been acquitted of all charges against him in
Karachi. Asim has also been the victim of a predatory legal profession
and has engaged four different lawyers over the course of the first 2
years. Each lawyer charged between twenty and fifty thousand rupees
Eventually fed up with inadequate representation, Asim decided to
fight his cases himself. He was acquitted in the last case against him in
April 2017 and has been waiting to be transferred to Lahore or
Peshawar to face the cases lodged against him there. The Legal Aid
Office will be assisting Asim in securing his transfer, which has been
pending for no reason for almost a year now.

Asims involvement in the paralegal program has been very beneficial
for the program and for Asim himself. His experience of navigating the
legal system on his own has been a big asset for the program

KARACHI

He credits his ability to argue his own case to his learning about
the law from the paralegal training sessions and from his
interaction with LAO lawyers who would guide him from time to
time. He also feels the program has helped him develop teaching
skills and improved his relationship with prison administration.
Asim has also been a keen advocate for the program, spreading
awareness of the service among prison inmates as well as the
prison administration and the media. His commitment to the
program s entirely voluntary and is based on his desire to assist
others who are in the same position as he once was.

Asim claims the program has been hugely beneficial for new
inmates - helping them to come to terms with the new
environment. Before the paralegal program, older inmates would
help explain the law and other issues to new inmates, however,
having a structured program to create basic legal awareness has
really helped participants feel more confident and helps give
people hope. Improved legal awareness can empower people to
seek relief. Access to reliable legal information and advice
through LAO lawyers is also an essential service. Most inmates in
prison complain about being taken advantage of by their lawyers
or not being given updates or explanations about case progress.
Some unscrupulous lawyers make big promises and then
consistently fail to deliver once they have received fees. In such
situations, the paralegal program and access to legal advice can
help inmates by either guiding them on procuring legal services
orin understanding their cases better.

The paralegal program has a long way to go, and Asim's advice is
the program should be spread to reach every prisoner in the
province. He says a prisoner is completely cut off from society and
comparesinmates to a mobile phone from which the sim card has
been removed. Over time, relatives visit less frequently and trips
to court, the only temporary respite from prison also become less
frequent. In such situations, any service that can help people
secure early release or a reduction in their sentence, or can make
their lives in prison more humane and tolerable is a valuable
service to society.

Omar Maniar
Associate Director
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BIDDING FAREWELL

Samar Tareq

The first quarter of 2018 has already left a high watermark in the careers of some of
our former team members. The results for the posts of Assistant Prosecutor General,
Judicial Magistrate, Assistant District Public Prosecutor were announced and 10 of
our former team members qualified and were subsequently notified to take on these
new positions. We wish them the very best for the new chapters in their life and are
confident that that they will lead and sustain the flourishment of a sensitized and

humane approach within the departments that they have joined.

The list of successful candidates: : I
sNo! NAME DESIGNATION APPOINTED AS ENGAGEMENT WITH LAO/LAS
01| Ms.Fauzia Yousuf Senior Litigation Advocate Assistant Prosecutor LAO: May 2007-Jan 2018

~Section Head General

Assistant District

02 Ms.Rizwana Mughal Litigation Advocate-CP
public Prosecutor

LAO: July 2009-March 2018

Assistant District

03| Ms.Ghazala Parveen Rajpar |  Litigation Advocate-DP
public Prosecutor

LAO: March 2011-March 2018

04| Ms.Tahira Saayani Senior Lawyer Assistant Prosecutor LAS: July 2014-Jan 2018
General

Assistant District

05| Ms.HinaNaz Senior Lawiyer LAS: Sep 2014 - March 2018
public Prosecutor

06| Ms. Benazir Rahim Jamali Senior Litigation B LAO: Dec 2014-March 2018

Advocate -SH public Prosecutor

07| Ms.Faiza Al Lawyer R LAS: August 2015 - March 2018
public Prosecutor

08| Mr. Hyder Ali Litigation Advocate- OP Judicial Magistrate LAO: Dec 2015- Feb 2018

09| Mr.Sher Muhammed Seheto | Litigation Advocate . LAO: Jan 2017- March 2018

public Prosecutor

10| Mr.Abdul Saleem Field Advocate Judicial Magistrate LAS: May 2017 - March 2018

LEGAL ADVISORY CALL CENTER HEAD OFFICE:
Spanish Homes, Mezzanine Floor, Plot No. 13/A,
The flagship project of LAS, the Legal D.H.A, Phase 1, Karachi.
Advisory Call Center (LACC) achieved PHONE:
the milestone of registering 50,000 calls A ——
during this quarter. LACC has thus far
provided free legal advice to 50,801 LidEe Ry
people since its inception on 22nd Email:
September 2014. info@lao.org.pk, laocpkhi@hotmail.com
/’ Website:

For Free Legal Advice www.lao.org.pk

0800-70806
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